
What is SHAPE?
SHAPE is a new collective name for the social sciences, humanities and arts, subjects which 
help us make sense of the human world, to value and express the complexity of life and 
culture, and to understand and solve global issues.

They help us turn innovation into reality and data into solutions; translate social and economic 
uncertainty into logical and ethical systems; bring diverse perspectives to bear and transform the 
everyday through original articulations and expressions. They also teach us to research, analyse, 
understand, interpret, communicate, create and collaborate with rigour, clarity and energy – skills 
crucial to success for today’s society.

Academic and business leaders believe the future lies in recognising and capturing the value of 
SHAPE disciplines themselves, as well as how they work together with STEM to build a better 
functioning future. This is the beginning of what we hope is both a coalition and a movement. 
And we need your help.

SHAPE: the way ahead
The extraordinary times we’re all now living through show us just how crucial SHAPE subjects are 
in keeping life running, care going, communities together, the environment sustainable, the 
economy working and people’s spirits lifted. So it’s time to start telling our story – beginning with 
the need to refer to SHAPE as our new collective name, to drop it in to speeches, comment and 
opinion pieces. If you’d like to know more, get involved, receive our Partners Pack or find out 
about upcoming activities, please do email us on SHAPE@thebritishacademy.ac.uk

Why now?
The world is changing faster than we could ever have imagined, creating an 
unprecedented opportunity to mobilise SHAPE disciplines and make the world work 
better for all of us. SHAPE subjects help us understand ourselves and one another; they 
help us articulate information and influence change – whether it’s in the fight against 
COVID-19, climate change and inequality; and they help us live healthier and more 
purposeful lives. 

Together with STEM, they help us make innovation work for the good of the world, while 
also giving our everyday colour, texture, opinion and perspective. They provide progress 
with a purpose and light up human life. And there’s never been a more important time 
for them than now – or a better time to tell their story.


